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CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU'S 
MOTION TO INTERVENE OR TO PARTICIPATE 

The CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU (City), by and through its attomeys, 

Corporation Counsel, Carrie K. S. Okinaga, and Deputy Corporation Counsel, 

Gordon D. Nelson, hereby moves for intervention in Docket No. 2008-0273, an 

investigation into the implementation of a feed-in tariff in Hawaii to encourage 

development of renewable energy production. The City does not request a hearing on 

its motion. 

Intervenor status will enable the City to provide input to the Commission about 

the impact of the docket issues on City operations and on the citizens of O'ahu. 

However, should the Commission determine that participation is more appropriate than 

intervention to accomplish this purpose, the City is willing to accept participant status as 

an alternative. 

In support of its Motion, the City notes that it has been permitted to intervene in 

Docket No. 2007-0176 relating to intragovernmental wheeling, which according to the 

Agreement referenced in the Commission's Order initiating this docket, will be the 



subject of a motion to suspend by the Consumer Advocate and the State Department of 

Economic Development and Tourism. The motion to suspend the intragovernmental 

wheeling docket will be premised, we understand, on the interrelatedness of the issues 

in that docket and those in this docket. That alone argues for the inclusion of the City 

as an intervenor in this docket. 

The City further represents and asserts it meets the requirements to intervene in 

Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) §6-61-55(b) as follows:'' 

I. THE NATURE OF THE CITY'S STATUTORY OR OTHER RIGHT TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE HEARING 

The City has an interest in generating power at City facilities and may have 

opportunities to develop alternative energy resources by joint venture with power 

generators. The City interest arises from Hawaii Revised Statutes ("HRS") Section 

46-19, which provides: 

Each of the counties may participate in the development of 
alternative energy resources . . . a joint venture with an end user or 
public utility pursuant to a plan for the direct utilization of the energy 
sources by an end user or public utility; provided that should a 
joint-venture partner not be available the counties may proceed 
with the development of alternate energy resources for their own 
consumption or for the furtherance of a plan for direct utilization by 
an end user or public utility. 

The primary issue in this docket will be the tariff for alternative, renewable 

electrical power produced by third-parties feeding energy into the HECO companies' 

grids. The City will be directly affected by the Commission's determinations, which will 

^ Should the Commission determine that the City should be a participant, the City notes that the criteria 
for participation are substantially similar to intervention, and that its representations and assertions 
concerning its ability to intervene fulfill the requirements for participation in HAR §6-61-56(c). 



impact upon the feasibility of the exercise by the City of its statutory power to develop 

alternative, renewable energy systems. As such, the City has a right to participate in 

the docket. 

II. THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE CITY'S PROPERTY, FINANCIAL. AND 
OTHER INTERESTS IN THE PENDING MATTER 

The City's interest in this docket, as stated above, is that a feed-in tariff could 

favorably or adversely affect the City's interests. The City is currently studying 

alternative, renewable energy systems at its various facilities to make the City more 

self-sufficient in producing energy and less dependent on imported energy sources. In 

an effort to carry out this goal, the City is exploring opportunities in alternative, 

renewable energy, both as a potential generator and as a potential customer. The City 

has also announced its intent to increase the capacity of H-Power with the addition of a 

third boiler. In order to make these opportunities materialize, the City must have a voice 

in how any feed-in tariff is implemented. 

In addition, the City has an interest in the proceeding and a right to participate 

because it is a major consumer of electricity on the island. As a large consumer, the 

City is interested in and concerned about its ability to manage its electricity costs, 

including newly developed sources of self-generated power that may be subject a 

feed-in tariff. 

III. THE EFFECT OF THE PENDING ORDER AS TO THE CITY'S INTEREST 

The City would be affected by the Commission's determination to implement a 

feed-in tariff. For example, pursuant to HRS Section 46-19, the City could use 

electricity generated from photovoltaic panels at one of its corporation yards to feed the 

HECO grid. Also, H-Power is a waste-to-energy facility that generates electricity and 



enables the City to meet its renewable energy goals, and the addition of a third boiler at 

H-POWER would serve as a potential new source of alternative, renewable power to 

feed into HECO's grid. The City's ability (or inability) to economically feed electricity into 

the grid would be affected by the Commission's determinations and/or rulings 

concerning the feed-in tariff. 

IV. THE OTHER MEANS AVAILABLE WHEREBY THE CITY'S INTEREST MAY BE 
PROTECTED 

There are no other means available whereby the City's interests and concerns 

regarding the feed-in tariff may come before the Commission. 

V. THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE CITY'S INTEREST WILL NOT BE 
REPRESENTED BY EXISTING PARTIES 

None of the parties known to the City have the same range of interests as a large 

consumer, as a developer and potential generator of alternative, renewable energy and 

as a governing entity with concerns for the public welfare of its citizens. The utilities 

have interests as producers and sellers of power to customers such as the City. The 

Consumer Advocate's emphasis is to ensure reasonably priced, reliably-delivered 

electric power to consumers, generally, and to residential consumers, in particular. 

No other party to this proceeding, therefore, has the comprehensive range of interests 

of the City, which has the responsibility over the public welfare and commerce for the 

City. 

VI. THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE CITY'S PARTICIPATION CAN ASSIST IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A SOUND RECORD 

The City has several energy conservation projects at its facilities on the island of 

O'ahu. The City has knowledge of its facilities and its opportunities to utilize 

self-generated power to feed the HECO grid. With this experience and with the 



expertise of its energy coordinator, the City's intervention can assist in developing a 

sound record in this docket. 

VII. THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE CITY'S PARTICIPATION WILL NOT BROADEN 
THE ISSUES OR DELAY THE PROCEEDING 

The City seeks intervention to comment on the issues of vital importance to the 

island and its citizens, most of whom are customers of HECO. The City's interests in 

this proceeding are consistent with the Commission Order initiating the docket, and 

therefore, the City's participation will not broaden or delay the proceedings. 

VIII. THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE CITY'S INTEREST IN THE PROCEEDING 
DIFFERS FROM THAT OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

The City's interest differs from that of the general public because it is a producer 

of alternative, renewable energy, and would potentially be subject to the feed-in tariff, 

should the Commission establish such a tariff. Further, the City has an interest in the 

policies to be established in this docket, because they will have a long-term effect on 

the economy and environment of the City and on its citizens. 
•J 

IX. WHETHER THE CITY'S POSITION IS IN SUPPORT OF OR IN OPPOSITION 
TO THE RELIEF SOUGHT 

The City supports the development of a feed-in tariff in concept and supports 

rates under a feed-in tariff that will benefit, and not burden the City and the citizens of 

the City. The City notes, however, that the joint proposal for a feed-in tariff required of 

the HECO companies and the Consumer Advocate has yet to be filed herein, and 

therefore it must reserve the right to take a more definitive position on the feed-in tariff 

once the details of the joint proposal become known. 



For the foregoing reasons, the City respectfully requests the Commission grant it 

intervenor status in Docket No. 2008-0273, or alternatively, allow the City participant 

status in the docket. 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, November 13, 2008. 

CARRIE K. S. OKINAGA 
Corporation Counsel 

6c5ftEX5l̂ J D. NELSON 
Deputy Corporation Counsel 

Attorneys for the City and County of Honolulu 
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I hereby certify that I have this date served copies of the foregoing CITY AND 

COUNTY OF HONOLULU MOTION'S TO INTERVENE OR TO PARTICIPATE in 

Docket No. 2008-0273 upon the following parties, by causing copies hereof to be 

mailed, postage prepaid, and properly addressed to each such party, as noted below. 

CATHERINE P. AWAKUNI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS (2 copies) 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY 
P. 0. Box 541 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 

DARCY L. ENDO-OMOTO 
VICE PRESIDENT 
GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
P. O. Box 2750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96840-0001 

DEAN MATSUURA 
MANAGER 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
P. O. Box 2750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96840-001 



JAY IGNACIO 
PRESIDENT 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. Box 1027 
Hilo, Hawaii 96721-1027 

EDWARD L. REINHARDT 
PRESIDENT 
MAUI ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD. 
P. 0. Box 398 
Kahului, Hawaii 96732 

RANDALL J. HEE, P.E. 
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
KAUAI ISLAND UTILITY COOPERATIVE 
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Lihue, Hawaii 96766-2000 
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Corporation Counsel 
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Deputy Corporation Counsel 
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